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DANA GEE

Rooted in the experiences 
of the Holocaust survivor 
community here in B.C., Alan 
Twigg’s new book Out of Hid-
ing: Holocaust Literature of 
British Columbia is a celebra-
tion of 85 authors/survivors 
who have written about their 
harrowing and inspiring sto-
ries.

The book officially launches 
alongside Robert Krell’s new 
book Sounds from Silence: 
Reflections of a Child Holo-
caust Survivor, Psychiatrist 
and Teacher at the Jewish 
Book Festival on April 5.

Twigg dedicated Out of 
Hiding to Krell, who has been 
called the Martin Luther King 
of Holocaust education in 
Canada.

On the eve of the double 
book launch and discussion 
— moderated by Yosef Wosk 
— Postmedia reached out to 
Twigg and asked the founder 
and publisher of B.C. Book-
World about his 20th book.

Q: What initially propelled you 
towards writing this book? 

A: I was propelled to write it 
because it’s unlikely anyone 
else would imagine it or 
attempt it. This project chose 
me. On the social level, I 
believe the Holocaust is by far 
the lowest level to which the 
human race has ever sunk. 
Anyone who chooses to ignore 
the Holocaust on the grounds 
of, “Well, gee, there have been 
other genocides, right?” is 
deluding themselves. We all 
must own the Holocaust. It is 
human nature at its worst.

Q: There are many familiar 
names and lots of unfamiliar 
names in this book. How did 
you go about choosing your 
content? 

A: I didn’t choose; I only 
found. I knew where to look. 

I’d been keeping track of Hol-
ocaust-related books since I 
started publishing B.C. Book-
World in 1987. More impor-
tantly, I created a website 
called ABCBookWorld.com, 
hosting about 12,400 B.C. 
authors. Eventually, I uncov-
ered about 90 B.C. authors of 
Holocaust-related books. All 
are included, one way or 
another.

Q: Aside from the obvious 
horror is there a connecting 
thread or threads through the 
stories you re-tell? 

A: Readers will find their own 
threads. Some will come to 
understand how the Holo-
caust was a massive business 
for the Nazis, plundering Jew-
ish properties and posses-
sions. Some will realize the 
extent to which secrecy was 
an essential component of the 
Holocaust. Others will marvel 
at the heroism of people such 
as Rudolf Vrba, who I knew.

Q: As the battle over Critical 

Race Theory in the U.S. has 
highlighted, a vocal group of 
people don’t want to be 
exposed to the harsh realities 
of the past, so what can we do 
to combat that current push 
to downplay past atrocities? 

A: Educate. If we are not vigi-
lant, the Holocaust is going to 
get deep-sixed. Hence, I’ve 
written an accessible, illus-
trated, 328-page book to reas-
sert its pre-eminence in the 
annals of human depravity.

When I was about 10, watch-
ing TV alone one afternoon, I 
came across the harsh reality 
of bulldozers pushing twisted, 
naked, skeletal bodies in piles. 
I am forever grateful to whom-
ever it was at CBC, back in the 
1960s, who made a decision to 
put that archival footage onto 
the screen for me. Nowadays 
they wouldn’t have the guts. I 
want truth.

Nutters and racists and 
anti-vaxxers and other wank-
ers who are Holocaust denial-
ists can try and influence the 
game from the sidelines by 

spreading lies on the internet 
all they like, but the fascinat-
ing, collective truth of Out of 
Hiding is deeply undeniable. I 
suppose this is my way of per-
petuating the necessity of that 
newsreel. I’ll betcha dollars to 
doughnuts my grandchildren 
will never get to see that 
newsreel, but there is now a 
chance that B.C. households 
will have a copy of Out of Hid-
ing on their book shelves. Put 

it next to the family Bible, 
Qur’an or Bhagavad Gita.

Q: You even mention some-
thing called the “nice-ifica-
tion,” of the Holocaust. Can 
you explain? 

A: It means what it sounds 
like. Once upon a time, boys 
and girls, there was aberrant 
era when monstrous people 
called Nazis industrialized 
murder and there was this 
crazy person called Hitler 
with a bad moustache who 
killed six million people, 
mostly Jews. I worry now that 
the Holocaust exists on the 
inane, mythological level of 
post-comic superhero mov-
ies. Ask B.C. children today 
what they know about the 
Holocaust. Most adults will 
struggle to name more than 
one concentration camp.

Q: What was the hardest part 
about writing this book? What 
affect did it have on you? 

A: I am increasingly intoler-

ant of piffle. The subject mat-
ter takes its toll but I reminded 
myself of what it must have 
been like for the greatest 
whistleblower of the 20th cen-
tury, Rudi Vrba, or Holocaust 
educator Robert Krell, himself 
a child survivor in Holland, to 
go through their whole lives 
being Holocaust-haunted.

Q: What surprised you the 
most when researching this 
book? 

A: I was most surprised when I 
realized I had somehow gone 
through the British Columbia 
school system, graduating 
from a seemingly “good” high 
school in West Vancouver, and 
I had not received a single 
minute of education about the 
Holocaust. Hence, my greatest 
hope is to have a copy of Out of 
Hiding in every B.C. high 
school library. Or do they even 
have high school libraries any-
more?

Q: What do you think readers 
will find most surprising when 
they read this book? 

A: They will be most sur-
prised to discover they won’t 
be able to put it down. Even 
people who have studied the 
Holocaust all their lives are 
going to learn things because 
it includes so many perspec-
tives.

Q: How do you feel about hav-
ing your book launch at the 
Jewish Book Festival and 
alongside child Holocaust sur-
vivor and noted author, activ-
ist and educator Robert Krell?

A: He’s a Canadian hero and 
my book is dedicated to him. 
It was my idea for us to do 
something in concert with our 
mutual friend, Yosef Wosk. If 
you do the math, Robert Krell 
has been a leader of his peo-
ple much longer than Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was. Whereas 
MLK did most of his brave 
leadership in public, on cam-
era, in parades, etc., Krell’s 
guidance to counteract the 
pain of three generations of 
Jews has occurred mostly in 
private. Just because the suf-
fering of post-Holocaust Jews 
has occurred beyond the pub-
lic eye doesn’t make it any less 
consequential.
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Book explores B.C. Holocaust literature
Author says it’s vital to keep educating about ‘lowest level to which the human race has ever sunk’

Vancouver author Alan Twigg’s new book Out of Hiding discusses the lives and work of B.C. authors of Holocaust-
related books. The book is dedicated to child Holocaust survivor, activist and writer Robert Krell. — YUKIKO ONLEY
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